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case of the Princess this garment was of pale blue
brocade. She wore her hair loose, and a white
muslin veil was bound low upon her forehead,
falling down over the hair behind. She was too
civilized a woman to have recourse to the cos-
metics which are customary in the East ; the
orange-stain of henna was absent from her finger-
nails, and in the course of conversation she
expressed much disapproval of the habit of paint-
ing the eyes, and great astonishment when we
informed her that such barbarism was not unknown
even in England.
It must not be imagined that the conversation
was of an animated nature. In spite of all our
efforts and of those of the French lady who acted
as interpreter, it languished woefully from time
to time. Our hostess could speak some French,
but she was too shy to exhibit this accomplishment,
and not all the persuasions of her companion
could induce her to venture upon more than an
occasional word. She received our remarks with
a nervous giggle, turning aside her head and
burying her face in her pocket-handkerchief,
while the Frenchwoman replied for her, * Her
Royal Highness thinks so and so.' When the
interview had lasted for about half an hour, cups
of tea were brought in and set on a round table
in the midst of us ; shortly afterwards the two
daughters entered, sweeping over the floor towards
us in green and pink satin garments, and taking
their places at the table. The younger girl was